
INTERVIEWING 

FARMERS 4

TELLING A STORY

most interviews about issues that affect farmers could be 

wrapped up with one simple question

DO YOU THINK

FERTILIZER PRICES

ARE TOO HIGH?

YES.

done?

of course not! this would be a very boring interview and 

wouldn't te� our listeners what it is like do be a farmer 

facing rising costs. we n�d context.

CAN YOU GIVE ME 

SOME CONTEXT?

...

nobody can answer a question that vague! farmers, who work 

with soil, s�ds, plants and other physical objects, are especia�y 

used to talking about concrete details, not abstractions. try 

asking a more specific question.

HOW HAVE RISING 

FERTILIZER PRICES 

AFFECTED YOU?

it has made life

a lot harder for me and

my family.

that's better, but we can get more specific.

what do you find

harder now? what's 

changed?

before we used

to eat a lot better.

now there's not much

on the table.

ok, so now we know fertilizer prices are affecting food 

security. but that's something we could also explain with 

statistics. let's help our listeners imagine what that is like 

for this particular person.

describe what you 

eat now, compared 

to last year. 

well, before we used to have 

beans and pork. turkey chile stew. 

fried steaks with tomato sauce. now 

we're lucky if we get meat once 

a week. 

now we're getting somewhere. let's s� if we can add a bit of 

colour, and at the same time get our farmer to open up some more.

turkey chile 

 stew sounds delicious. 

what is it?

it is delicious! 

but not everyone can make it. you 

need  a chile that only grows in the hills 

around here. and first you toast it over

a fire. not the stove. that's important!

and you toast it til it burns. i mean

black, black black...

it might s�m like we've gone off topic, but now we can present 

our listeners with an interesting, likeable, relatable person. and 

we can te� them exactly how rising fertilizer prices affect them. 

a year ago, you couldn't

walk down the streets of san pedro

de dios without running into the smell of 

toasting chili. today, with fertilizer prices 

at an all time high, that smell is gone,

while meat stalls in the local 

market stand empty...
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done.


